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ñWhen he looked out over the crowds, his heart broke. 

 So confused and aimless they were, like sheep with no shepherd. 

óWhat a huge harvest!ô he said to his disciples. 

óHow few workers!  On your knees and pray for harvest hands!ôò 

-Matthew 9:36-38 (The Message) 

 

   



 

PALMER HOME FOR CHILDREN 
 

 Late in the nineteenth century a recent 

seminary graduate was called as pastor to the First 

Presbyterian Church in Columbus, MS.  William 

States Jacobs was the son of the founder of a 

childrenôs home in South Carolina, and it was his 

desire that his new congregation would start its 

own orphanage and name it for Dr. Benjamin 

Morgan Palmer, a leading Presbyterian minister in 

New Orleans whom Jacobs greatly admired.  The women of the 

Columbus church worked diligently toward this goal, and the State of 

Mississippi granted Palmer Homeôs charter on March 13, 1895. 

 The Lindamood Building was opened by 1898, and children were 

admitted at that time.  That three story building now serves as the main 

administration building for Palmer Home.  Though the drive to establish 

the orphanage was the mission of the Presbyterian Church of Columbus, 

every church in town, including the local synagogue, contributed funds 

toward its establishment.  By 1902 the forty or more children also were 

supported by other Presbyterian churches throughout Mississippi and 

Louisiana, plus other interested friends and organizations in Columbus 

and elsewhere. 

 In 1955, to end a dispute over a proposed move to relocate PH to 

Vicksburg, the governing synod of the Presbyterian Church renounced all 

legal right and title to Palmer.  Since that time the home has received 

support from not only Presbyterians, but also other denominations, 

corporations, foundations, and individuals.  It has continued to grow and 

to thrive.  Today Palmer is governed by an independent, self-perpetuating 

Board of Directors, who individually attest to their Christian faith, as 

expressed in the Westminster Confession of Faith. 

 Under the current leadership of Dr. Ed Waldron, a second Palmer 

campus has been established in DeSoto County, MS.  At that location, 

when it is fully completed, 120 will be in residence, and many others will 

benefit from the foster care and counseling programs offered there. 

 Palmer Home continues to provide a privately supported, loving 

Christian environment  for children who have no place else to call home. 

 At First Presbyterian Church of Corinth, Sunday School offerings in 

even numbered months are given to this mission. 
 

[Above information was found on the Palmer Home website.] 
 

Janet Krohn 

Church Historian 

August 2010 

 

 

THE NEXT  

PASTOR'S CLASS  
   

Don will be teaching his next 

Pastor's Class beginning September 

12 during the Sunday School hour starting at 9:30 AM.   This 

class is designed for new and prospective members and this 

year holds the potential of reaching some new people 

because of Visitor's Sunday on August 22.  
 

 

A follow up to Visitor's Sunday will be the encouragement of 

any of our visitors who want to know more about First 

Presbyterian Church or about being a Christian to come to 

the Pastor's Class.   It is hoped that many new people will be 

coming our way because of the prayerful efforts of the 

congregation to bring unchurched friends and acquaintances 

to worship on August 22.   It is also hoped that the Lord will 

use that exposure of worship and preaching to move them 

closer to Christ and His church.   The Pastor's Class is the 

place for those interested to learn more about the faith and 

about the church.  
 

 

The Pastor's Class has two parts to it:   What is a Christian? 

and What is a Presbyterian?   The basics of what it means to 

follow Christ and how to be saved are covered first.   Then 

the basics of what it means to be a Presbyterian and what it 

takes to be a member of First Presbyterian Church are 

covered. 
 

 

The class allows for questions and comments as Don presents 

the primary information.   Please be bold in following up those 

you invite to worship on Visitor's Sunday to consider being a 

part of our fellowship.   The Pastor's Class would be the step 

in that direction . 

 



 

 

 

 

Are you scared?  Most everyone in church Sunday was. 
 
Nervous?  Anxious?  Wish you were going to be out of town?  
Thinking of making plans to be out of town?  
 
DONðT! 
 
God does not call us to run from Him but to kneel at His feet 
and experience Grace. 
 
If you are like most, this is certainly out of our comfort zone!  
 
But think for a moment how Joshua must have felt after Moses 
had died.  God said, íJoshua, Moses my servant is dead!î  This 
means you have to do it all by yourself. 
 
And so we are in the same boat as Joshua.  We must invite a 
visitor for August 22nd.  No one else is going to do this for us.  
 
But look further:  íI will give you every place where you set your 
foot, as I promised Moses.î 
 
If you will carefully go to God and ask for guidance for the fol-
lowing steps, Godðs word promises that He will not only be with 
you but show you every step to take. 
 
1. Who to call 
2. When to call 
3. What to say 
4. What time to pick them up...yes, you need to pick them up. 
5. What to say to make them feel at home.  
 
God will provide if you will earnestly look to Him for guidance. 
 
And remember, you will be a blessing to someone who may be 
struggling, and you will receive a blessing. 
 
100% is the goal. 
 
Donðt be the weak link. 

 

 

 

 

As I think back on our mission 

trip to Peru, I am almost 

overcome by emotion.  What a 

wonderful trip.  What a beautiful place.  What wonderful loving 

people.  What a unique team of people to travel and work with. 

Though our trip was long and hard, the greeting we received 

from the people of Manzanamayo made it all worth while. The 

village people walked down the mountain many miles to greet 

us with signs, flowers, kisses and hugs.  Then they had to 

walk back to the top of the mountain where they greeted us 

again each morning.  As our van made it's way down the 

mountain after our first day of work, I heard our teenage girls 

talking about what a wonderful day it had been.  I heard one 

of them, Priestley Worsham, say, "This has been the best day 

of my life".  Thus the tone was set for the rest of the week.  

  

Our construction team worked as hard as we could, but at that 

altitude the labor was especially hard.  When we had to rest, 

the village men just picked up their pace.  Our bond with these 

people grew each day as we dug, mixed concrete, shoveled 

and held hands and prayed together.  I am blessed that I can 

close my eyes and see each of these people.  

  

Our dental team worked long and hard.  The people there put 

their total trust in Mark, Alberto, and Marilyn.  I think there 

were about 300 teeth pulled and about 600 hands held.  I 

remember one day at 5 p.m. we were ready to leave and word 

came that some people were traveling to get there.  This team 

stayed and met the needs of these people.  As weary as the 

team was, the Lord saw them through.  

 

CONTINUED  



T HE STATUE  IN  THE 
COURTYARD was given in 

memory of Decker Monroe Shipp 
and in honor of his twin sister 
Catherine Rivers Shipp.  The 
twins were born three months 
premature.  Although Decker's 
time here on earth was short, 
God used Decker  to show His 
amazing love to so many.  

Through the miracle of Cate Rivers  life,  He has shown us 
with Him all things are possible.   How great is our God! 
Decker and Cate Rivers are the children of Jennifer and 
John  Shipp and the grandchildren of Sherri and Bernard 
Shipp. 
 

 

 

  Sunday School  
    Rally Day  
 

 

Rally Day is scheduled this year on August 8 during the 

Sunday School hour.  Everyone will gather in the 

Fellowship Hall for a program of announcements, 

singing, a devotional, introduction of teachers, and 

handing out Bibles and devotionals to students who are 

rising 3rd graders, 5th graders, and 7th graders.  

Whether or not you are a regular Sunday School 

attendee, you are encouraged to come and enjoy.  

  


